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ABSTRACT

STRUCTURE

Archive is one of the main characteristics in the modern era that created as much by state organizations and 
institutions as by individuals and groups. As the huge amount of information including images are filled with 
our society, the proper archive, document, arrangement, and classification became much more crucial aspect. As 
the same data can get totally different meaning and value in a specific context, images can also get a new stance 
depending on its contexts. In the digital media era which daily life is overwhelmed by all types of visual culture, 
it is a crucial property that dealing with extensive visual data - including founded images on the internet - such 
as archiving and rearrange in each purpose. 

Through this research, I would like to focus on the archive methodology in visual arts field. Actually over recent 
years, there are several exhibitions and art works which have archive format and this sort of approaches appear 
more than ever. First I will start from the origin of the term as archive and discuss how it developed. And espe-
cially about the meaning of the archive and documentation in the contemporary art scene, the research will be 
based on the theory of Jacques Derrida and the Hal Foster. The cases of the artistic processes and the exhibitions 
will be analyzed to show how the archival approach affects to art scene. Additionally, discussion will be devel-
oped how the new technology affects to archival methodology; the interrelation between the digital archiving as 
an artistic practice and the curating approaches.

I -  1.  WHY THE ARCHIVE MATTERS NOW?
I  - 2.  WHAT IS THE ARCHIVE AND DOCUMENTATION MEANS IN CONTEMPORARY ART SCENE?

II - 1.  HOW THE ARCHIVAL APPROACH AFFECTS CONTEMPORARY VISUAL ART SCENE?
  - HOW THE ARCHIVAL METHODOLOGY BECAME CRUCIAL ASPECT?

II - 2.  ARCHIVAL APPROACHES AMONG THE VISUAL ART SCENE
  - EXAMPLES OF THE ARTISTS AND THE EXHIBITIONS
 
II - 3.   HOW THE NEW TECHNOLOGY AFFECTS THE WAY OF ARCHIVE?
  - TECHNOLOGY CHANGES THE CONTENT OF WHAT IS ARCHIVED

III - 1.   HOW WE TREAT THE ARCHIVAL METHODOLOGY ?
III - 2.   WHAT TO DO WITH TODAY’S ALL THE IMAGES AND BIG DATA
  WITH ARCHIVAL METHODOLOGY?
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Banking on Images, Estelle Blaschke
Spector Books, 2016

This book talks about the photo agaencies by 
taking the examples of the Besttmann Archive and 
Corbis - one of the world’s biggest photo agen-
cies. It inquires into the criteria used in selecting 
images, the way in which the value of a commer-
cial image bank is determined and the concept of 
photography that lies behind it. 
It allows me to think about how the huge amount 
of image bank can be arranged and get a new value 
in the context of the modern society. 

The Body and the Archive, Allan Sekula, 1986

Allan Sekula, the theorist and conceptual photo-
graphic artist talks about the way photography has 
been used as an agent of social categorization and 
control. 
This essay suggests the meaning and the use of the 
image archive could be manipulated and organized 
by certain intend. 

Processo Grottesco, Thomas Demand, 2007

Processo Grottesco is the same title of Thomas 
Demand’s art work intallation. The intallation 
inspired by a subterranean chamber in Maiorca. 
Including documents and source materials, he al-
lows visitors to explore the surreal work as well as 
his creative process. The whole artwork including 
installaion, archives and the book shows how the 
archive material could be evolved in artist’s own 
way.

The Big Archive: Art from Bureaucracy, Sven 
Spieker, 2008

This book mainly talks about the archive as the 
main motif by avand-garde artists in 20th century. 
The author dicusses how the bureaucracy archive 
affects to 20th century’s Dada and Surrealism. 
Especially it focuses on the archive art that deal 
with properties of time and visuality. 

Archive Fever, Jacques Derrida, 1995

This book originated from the international col-
loquium; Memory: The Question of the Archives 
in London, 1994. Derrida talks about the origin 
meaning, essence, implicit nature of the archive. 
Moreover, his discussion extends to the human’s 
memory, religion, time and technology which 
affects to archive. 
At the same time, this book focus on the notion of 
archive through the Sigmund Freud’s studies which 
means trying to reinterpretation of archive psycho-
analytically. 

Atlas, Gerhard Richter, 2007

Richter’s Atlas is a collection of photographs, 
newspaper cuttings and sketches that the artist has 
been assembling since the mid 1960s.
It offers insights into his artistic practice and his 
way of creating imagery. This book shows how the 
archive can be works in one own artistic practice 
throught diverse perspectives. 

The Atlas Group(1989 - 2004), Walid Raad, 2007

Walid Raad founded the Atlas Group in 1989 to 
document the contemporary history of Lebanon, 
particularly its civil war of 1975-1990. This archive 
brings together found and produced photographic, 
audio-visual and written records, including snap-
shots from the private albums.

Deep Storage: Collecting, Storing, and Archiving 
in Art, Ingred Schaffner, 1998

This publication documents the importance of col-
lecting and packaging, storing, and archiving as a 
contemporary artistic strategy. It lends insight into 
the process of creating art, which itself is a result of 
collecting experiences and materials. The docu-
mentation and exhibition of these extreme depar-
tures from conventional forms of collection and 
recollection is a stunning project in the avant-gar-
de tradition. In accordance with its subject matter, 
this book is organized like a storage file of infor-
mation, in which the broad spectrum of artistic 
contributions and essays and texts by twenty-five 
authors is presented alphabetically.

Parallel Encyclopedia I/II, Batia Suter,
Roma Publications, 2007 / 2916

Parallel Encyclopedia is made by Amster-
dam-based artist Batia Suter. As Suter’s works 
are usually based on the found images, the book 
contains a huge archive of the images along with 
her own context.This book is an image archive and 
at the same time, it is an artwork itself. This book 
shows how the archive and collection works with 
visual similarities. And it also tells the importance 
of the sequence of images. 

Interarchive: Archival Practices and Sites in the 
Contemporary Art Field, Beatrice von Bismarck, 
Hans Peter Feldmann, Hans Ulrich Obrist, Univer-
sitat Luneburg Kunstraum, 2002 

Interarchive is started with the project Hans Ulrich 
Obrist’s huge amount of archive. 
The book introduces the way of collecting and clas-
sifying contemporary art data by how the research 
team approached the real project of the archive. It 
helps to think the new way of archival approach 
and practical usage. 

Mnemosyne Atlas, Aby Warburg, 1924

Mnemosyne Atlas is last project by Aby Warburg 
who was a German art historian and cultural theo-
rist. It consisted of 40 wooden panels covered with 
black cloth, on wchich were pinned nearly 1,000 
pictures from book, magazines, newpaper and 
other daily life sources through certain themes. 
It shows somehow his own cabinet of curiosities 
and the possibilities of archive collection. 
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